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STATE OF ALASKA / 

February 1, 2007
Minimum wage increase passes Senate with tax relief for small businesses
A bill that will raise the minimum wage to US$7.25 an hour over a two-year period passed the Senate
today. Also included in the bill was a series of tax relief considerations for small businesses to help
them continue to grow and create jobs. The minimum wage for Alaska is currently US$7.15 per hour.
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 US$7.15 .
http://www.sitnews.us/0207news/020107/020107_minimum_wage.html

CHUKOTKA AUTONOMOUS OKRUG / 

February 2, 2007

In 2006, Chukotka mines increased gold production to 4.872 tons
In 2006, the Chukotka Autonomous Okrug mines increased gold production by 4.37% to 4.87 tons,
and silver production increased by 2.79% to 10.02 tons compared with 2005.
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http://www.jewellernet.ru/info/news/lenta/2007_02_02_11_28_43.html

KHANTY-MANSIYSK AO/ 

February 2, 2007
149.6 kg of gold produced in Yugra in 2006
In 2006, Yugra gold miners produced 149.6 kg of placer gold, up 2.4% over 2005. There are 17 gold
deposits in the Autonomous Okrug, including 3 bed-rock gold deposits and 14 placer gold deposits.
149,6  2006 

 2006 .  149,6 ,  2,4% 
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http://www.regnum.ru/news/district-sibir/yugra/776636.html

January 31, 2007
Low housing subsidies in Khanty-Mansiysk
9,800 square meters of housing was built in the district last year. According to the Governor’s
Assistant, currently subsidies to build or purchase housing in the community amount to 19,000 -
24,000 rubles (US$720 - $910) per square meter, while the market price per square meter in the
region is about 40,000 rubles (US$1,500).
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http://www.vsluh.ru/news/economics/105288.html

REPUBLIC OF KOMI / 

February 2 2007
Housing construction in 2006
St. Petersburg – 2,375,700 sq. m
Khanty-Mansiysk AO (Yugra)  - 620,400 sq. m
Vologda Region – 333,900 sq. m
Republic of Sakha (Yakutia) – 285,500 sq. m
Yamalo-Nenets AO – 215,800 sq. m
Komi Republic – 176,900 sq. m
Chukotka AO – 6,600 sq. m

 2006 .
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http://www.advis.ru/cgi-bin/new.pl?E240FAA5-2B8A-7C4C-AF6E-E986AB98B5DD

Komi Government develops comprehensive plan to improve children’s status
The monthly child benefit paid to foster-parents is expected to increase to 4,000 rubles (US$152).    In
February, a compensation payment for each child’s full-day at kindergarten will get started.
20% of expenses will be reimbursed for the first child in kindergarten,  50% for the second child,  70%
for the third and for subsequent children. Starting January 1, 2007, the minimal benefit for the care for
the first child is expected to amount to 1,500 rubles (US$57), and 3,000 rubles (US$114) for the care
of the second and subsequent children.
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http://www.komiinform.ru/index.php?in=40247&curdate=1.2.2007

REPUBLIC OF SAKHA (YAKUTIA) /  ( )

February 1, 2007
Gold production in Russia
In 2006, Krasnoyarsk was the leading region in gold production, accounting for almost a quarter of the
countrywide total. Krasnoyarsk reported 31.5 tons of gold production. The Sakha region, ranking third
on the production table, reported a total of 19.9 tons.

http://www.vsluh.ru/news/economics/105288.html
http://www.advis.ru/cgi-bin/new.pl?E240FAA5-2B8A-7C4C-AF6E-E986AB98B5DD
http://www.komiinform.ru/index.php?in=40247&curdate=1.2.2007
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http://www.mineweb.net/gold_silver/604641.htm

January 3, 2007
Inauguration of the President
On January 27, Vyacheslav Shtyrov was inaugurated as President of the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia)
for a second five-year term.
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http://www.sakha-info.ru/?news=1928

SAINT PETERSBURG / - 

January 29, 2007
St. Petersburg to host UNESCO forum on World Heritage
Senior UNESCO officials and prominent experts from various countries will gather at the Hermitage
Museum to discuss ways of preserving the historical centers of cities included by the UN's cultural
committee in its World Heritage List. Strategies to protect the heritage of Russia's second city will also
be high on the agenda. The World Heritage List features 830 cultural and natural sites recognized as
having universal cultural or natural value. St. Petersburg's historical center was included on the list in
1990.
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http://en.rian.ru/russia/20070129/59819245.html

February 2, 2007
Mortgages granted to St. Petersburg residents increased 4.5 times
11,081 mortgages totaling 19.2 billion rubles (US$730 million) were granted to St. Petersburg
residents in 2006. In 2005, 4,348 mortgages amounting to 4.3 billion rubles ($US162 million) had been
granted.

,  2006 .,  4,5 .
 2006  11 081  19,2 .

.  2005  4 348  4,3 . .
http://www.abnews.ru/index.php?news_id=51257&rub=4&page=2

VOLOGDA OBLAST / 

January 30, 2007
Vologda authorities plan to introduce a 10% utility subsidy
Utility subsidies are expected to be granted to those Vologda residents whose utility bills represent
10% of the household income. The Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, Alexander Lukichev, said
“Utility bills have increased. Many people cannot pay for utilities or pay for them at the expense of
other household expenditure items.”
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http://newsvo.ru/rubrics/obschestvo/2007/01/30/08:55:34.html

KRASNOYARSK KRAI / 

February 1, 2007
Federal Government to allocate 50 million rubles to support businesses
In 2007, the Krasnoyarsk Krai will receive about 50 million rubles (about US$2 million) to support small
and medium sized businesses. The total amount of funds, coupled with the funds from the regional
budget, is expected to amount to about 130 million rubles (about US$5 million). These are large funds
compared with the
50 million rubles spent in 2006
50 .  2007 

 2007  50 . 
, . 

 130 . . 
 50 . ,  2006 .

http://www.regnum.ru/news/district-sibir/krasnoyarsk/775939.html

YAMAL-NENETS AO / 

February 1, 2007
Private capital comes to Yamal power industry
The opening ceremony for the construction of a combined cycle electric generating plant was held in
Noyabrsk on January 30. The project will create about 450 construction jobs and employ 80 - 100
fulltime staff. Six power stations are expected to be built in Yamal. Currently, Yamal accounts for 90%
of Russia’s gas production and 14% of oil and condensate production. 80% of power energy is
imported, since the region has no large power source of its own.
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http://www.regnum.ru/news/district-sibir/yamal/775648.html

YUKON TERRITORY / 

February 1, 2007
Exploration spending ‘mind-boggling’: Lang
Mining-related expenditures in the Yukon could climb above a quarter of a billion dollars, Energy,
Mines and Resources Minister is forecasting. "Exploration swelled 10-fold to $80 million last year from
a mere $8 million in 2002. And it’s expected to increase again this year, Lang said.
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http://newsvo.ru/rubrics/obschestvo/2007/01/30/08:55:34.html
http://www.regnum.ru/news/district-sibir/krasnoyarsk/775939.html
http://www.regnum.ru/news/district-sibir/yamal/775648.html
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http://www.whitehorsestar.com/auth.php?r=45817

January 30, 2007
Consumer Price Index prompts minimum wage to increase April 1
Effective as of April 1, the Yukon Minimum Wage will increase 12 cents per hour, raising it from
C$8.25 to C$8.37 per hour. In March 2006, the Yukon government supported the recommendation
from the Yukon Employment Standards Board to annually set the Minimum Wage against the
Consumer Price Index (CPI). Statistics Canada released the annual CPI figures noting a 1.5% annual
average increase for 2006. As a result, the Yukon Minimum Wage will increase accordingly, effective
April 1.
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http://www.gov.yk.ca/news/2007/07-012.html

PROVINCE OF ALBERTA / 

February 1, 2007
Renner says Alberta can't reduce emissions
Alberta can't make absolute reductions in greenhouse gas emissions during the current boom, says
Environment Minister Rob Renner. Renner said Alberta is prepared to set out a plan to reduce
emissions intensity but that won't result in overall reduction in emissions because oil patch productivity
is constantly increasing.
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http://calsun.canoe.ca/News/Alberta/2007/02/01/3497560-sun.html

PROVINCE OF HEILONGJIANG / 

February 2, 2007
What is the use of purchasing housing in China?
Russian citizens started active housing purchasing in Chinese border regions. An average cost per
square meter in Blagoveshchensk is US$1,000, while on the opposite bank of the Amur River, in
Heihe city, it is only US$200. Russians, purchasing housing in China, get benefits, safe environment,
and lower expenditures for the daily living needs. But purchasing housing does not mean freehold
estate. According to the Chinese rules, purchasing is housing leasehold valid for 70 years.
Furthermore, the money brought to China to purchase housing may not be brought out of the country
after the housing has been sold.
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http://www.whitehorsestar.com/auth.php?r=45817
http://www.gov.yk.ca/news/2007/07-012.html
http://calsun.canoe.ca/News/Alberta/2007/02/01/3497560-sun.html
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HOKKAIDO PREFECTURE / 

February 2, 2007
Milk beer named “Bilk” to go on sale in Hokkaido
A brewery in Japan launched production of unusual beer from cow's milk on a tip from a local dairy
farmer who was looking for ways to put his milk surpluses to good use. Beer brewed from cow's milk
will be available in the Japanese city of Nakashibetsu, on the northern island of Hokkaido. The
production technology for "Bilk" (the name combines the English words "beer" and "milk") does not
differ much from those used in brewing conventional beers. The only difficulty is that unlike water, milk
must be heated using hot air rather than flame, given its low boiling temperature. Except for milk, the
new beverage contains the same ingredients as lager or ale, and it looks like regular filtered beer after
fermentation. The new brew will be sold in small .33 litre bottles, and will cost about 380 yen (about
US$3).
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US$3).
http://mangalorean.com/news.php?newstype=local&newsid=38772

SOUTH KOREA / 

February 2, 2007
Korean Towers projected to be among world's tallest buildings
On Thursday, a ground-breaking ceremony was held for a 65-story (300m) tower in Songdo
International City in the Incheon Free Economic Zone. When it is completed in 2009, the Northeast
Asia Trade Tower (NEATT) will be the tallest building in the nation.

 65-  (300 ) 
 (International City) 

.  2009 . -
 (NEATT) 

http://english.chosun.com/w21data/html/news/200702/200702020005.html

Seoul considers more trade zones
The South Korean government is considering expanding the number of Free Economic Zones (FEZ)
to further spur foreign investment, the Finance Minister said yesterday. The government formerly
designated three FEZs - Incheon, Gwangyang and Busan-Jinhae - in 2003. Pyeongtaek, a harbor city
in Gyeonggi Province is on the potential list of new FEZs, officials said.

http://www.fcinfo.ru/themes/basic/materials-document.asp?folder=1871&matID=128548
http://mangalorean.com/news.php?newstype=local&newsid=38772
http://english.chosun.com/w21data/html/news/200702/200702020005.html
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http://www.koreaherald.co.kr/archives/result_contents.asp?id=200702020056&query=Incheon

http://www.koreaherald.co.kr/archives/result_contents.asp?id=200702020056&query=Incheon

