
TThhee  BBoorreeaall iiss  CCoonnffeerreennccee  22000077  
BBUUIILLDDIINNGG  CCAAPPAACCIITTYY  FFOORR  
SSUUSSTTAAIINNAABBLLEE  PPLLAACCEESS  IINN  
TTHHEE  CCIIRRCCUUMMPPOOLLAARR  NNOORRTTHH  

TTaakkee  tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  ttrraavveell  ttoo  tthhee  hhiigghh  
nnoorrtthh,,  AAllttaa,,  NNoorrtthheerrnn  NNoorrwwaayy  aanndd  SSááppmmii  ffoorr  aa  
ccoonnffeerreennccee  oonn  ccaappaacciittyy  bbuuiillddiinngg  ffoorr  ssuussttaaiinnaabbllee  
ppllaacceess  iinn  aa  mmuullttiiccuullttuurraall  sseettttiinngg  iinn  tthhee  
CCiirrccuummppoollaarr  NNoorrtthh..  TThhee  ccoonnffeerreennccee  iiss  aa  jjooiinntt  
ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  pprroojjeecctt  bbeettwweeeenn  FFiinnnnmmaarrkk  
UUnniivveerrssiittyy  CCoolllleeggee,,  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  TThhee  AArrccttiicc  aanndd  
tthhee  NNoorrwweeggiiaann  HHoouussiinngg  BBaannkk..    

TThheerree  iiss  nnoo  ccoonnffeerreennccee  ffeeee,,  bbuutt  ppaarrttiicciippaannttss  mmuusstt  
aarrrraannggee  ffoorr  ffiinnaanncciiaall  ccoovveerriinngg  ooff  ttrraavveelllliinngg  aanndd  
aaccccoommmmooddaattiioonn  tthheemmsseellvveess..  

OOnnee  ooff  oouurr  ggooaallss  iiss  tthhaatt  aass  mmaannyy  cciirrccuummppoollaarr  ssoocciieettiieess  
aass  ppoossssiibbllee  aarree  rreepprreesseenntteedd  aatt  tthhee  ccoonnffeerreennccee..  TThhee  
nnuummbbeerr  ooff  sseeaattss  iiss  lliimmiitteedd,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  ssoo  wwee  eennccoouurraaggee  
yyoouu  ttoo  rreeggiisstteerr  aass  ssoooonn  aass  ppoossssiibbllee..  

AAllll  iinntteerreesstteedd  ppaarrttiicciippaannttss  rreeggiisstteerr  oonnlliinnee  pprriioorr  ttoo  
FFeebbrruuaarryy  88tthh  22000077  oonn::    

VViiaattrraavveell..nnoo  ((ffoollllooww  tthhee  lliinnkk))  
  

IInnvviittaattiioonn  kkeeyy::  66ookk88  

YYoouu  wwiillll  ffiinndd  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aabboouutt  tthhee  ccoonnffeerreennccee  
oonn  wwwwww..hhiiffmm..nnoo//bboorreeaalliiss

DDuurriinngg  tthhee  ccoonnffeerreennccee  tthheerree  wwiillll  bbee  aann  eexxhhiibbiittiioonn  ooff  
rreesseeaarrcchh  oonn  NNoorrtthheerrnn  LLiigghhttss..  YYoouu  wwiillll  aallssoo  ffiinndd  aammppllee  
ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  ffoorr  nneettwwoorrkkiinngg  aanndd  ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  bbuuiillddiinngg..  

 

PROGRAM PROGRAM 

  

TIME TIME ARRANGEMENT ARRANGEMENT LOCATION LOCATION COMMENTS COMMENTS 

March 5th March 5th       

19:00-21:00 RECEPTION Alta Museum Host: City of Alta /  
Finnmark University College 

March 6th    

08:00-09:00 REGISTRATION Finnmark University College 
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TIME ARRANGEMENT LOCATION  

 PLENARY Main auditorium, Finnmark University College 

09:00-09:30 GREETINGS   

09:00-09:10 Welcome 

• Mr. Geir Ove Bakken, Mayor of Alta, The Northern Lights City, 
Norway 

• Mrs. Sonni Olsen, Principal, Finnmark University College, 
Norway 

09:10-09:30 Stimulating Local and Regional Development in Northern Norway.  

• Mrs. Aaslaug Haga, Minister of Local Government and 
Regional Development, Norway  

(to be confirmed) 

09:30-12:00 PLENARY SESSIONS 

09:30-10:00 Key Note Address 1 

What if the North Really Mattered? National Governments, Southern 
Businesses and the Development of a Sustainable Vision for the 
Circumpolar World. 

• Mr. Ken Coates, Dean of Arts, University of Waterloo, Canada 

10:00-10:15 Beverages 

10:15-10:45 Key Note Address 2 

From Bangladesh to Northern Norway - Women's Contribution to 
Community Development in the North. 

• Mrs. Elin Sabbasen, Manager, Sami Trade and Development 
Centre (SEG), Norway 

10:45-12:00 SUCCESS STORIES FROM THE CIRCUMPOLAR NORTH  

1. Knowledge based Social and Economic Development in Alta – 
Experiences and Challenges. 

• Mr. Jan Dølør, senior adviser ORIGO Nord AS, Norway  
 

2. Urban Reserves in Saskatchewan – a successful move? 

• Mr. Joe Garcea, Professor in Political Science, University of 
Saskatchewan, Canada 

 

3. “IKEAisation of the North” - an Opportunity for Economic 
Development in a Northern Border Region? 

• Mr. Stig Kerttu, Business Development Manager, City of 
Haparanda, Sweden 

 

4. The new Avjovarri Indigenious Region: Agent for Regional 
Cooperation and Development 

• Mr. Gunnar Lillebo, Chief Officer, Municipality of Porsanger, 
Norway 

12:00-13:00 LUNCH 

 



13:00-16:00:  FOUR PARALLEL SESSIONS 

NORTHERN VALUES AND 
WAYS OF LIFE 

 

1. The Role of Innu Knowledge in 
Nation Building and Environmental 
Sustainability. 

• Mrs. Trudy Sable, Senior 
Researcher, St. Mary’s 
University, Halifax, Canada 

 

2. Good life in the North? In-
Migration of Possibilites and 
Challenges in Finnmark.  

• Mrs. Mai Camilla Munkejord, 
PhD. Student, Finnmark 
University College, Norway 

 

3. Challenges in Planning Built 
Environments in Sámi 
Communities. 

• Mrs. Gunnhild Engstad, The 
Norwegian Housing Bank, 
Norway  

 

4.  Our common home in the North 
- challenges and perspectives of 
the changes of life in Murmansk 
region. 

• Murmansk oblast administration 
– speaker to be announced 

HIGHER EDUCATION AND 
RESEARCH 

 

1. How can Sami Higher Education 
and Research contribute to create 
Sustainable Development of 
Indigenous Societies in the North 

• Mrs. Mai Britt Utsi, Principal of 
Sámi University College, Norway 

 

2. Community Capacity Building 
through Community - University 
Research Collaboration in the North. 

• Mrs. Gail Fondahl, Chair. 
Geography and Outdoor 
Recreation/Tourist Management 
Programs, University of Northern 
British Columbia, Canada  

 

3. Building Societies: Northern Post-
Secondary Education Institutes and 
the Future of Northern Communities. 

• Mr. Ken Coates, Dean of Arts, 
University of Waterloo, Canada 

 

4. University of the Arctic's 
Contribution to Sustainable 
Development in the North. 

• Mr. Lars Kullerud, President of the 
University of the Arctic, Norway 

CREATING ATTRACTIVE 
PLACES IN THE NORTH 

 

1. “Lyftet” - Women, Remote 
Location and Innovation. 

• Mrs. Maria Udén and Malin 
Lindberg, Lulea University 
College, Sweden 

 

2.  Traditional Architecture and 
the Design of Inuit and First 
Nations Housing in Canada. 

• Mr. Bill Semple, Senior 
Researcher, Housing 
Technology Group, Canada 

 

3. What is a Fishery Village These 
Days? About Gender, Community 
and Mobility. 

• Mrs. Siri Gerrard. Associate 
Professor, University of 
Tromsø, Norway 

 

4. Planning and Designing 
Communities with Respect for 
Vision, Culture, Needs and the 
Environment. 

• Mr. Douglas Cardinal, 
Architect, Ottawa, Canada 

NORTHERN GOVERNANCE AND 
DEVELOPMENT 

 

1. Capacity Building Partnerships 
Between Municipal and Reserve 
Communities in Northern 
Saskatchewan.  

• Mr. Joe Garcea, Professor, 
University of Saskatchewan, 
Canada 

  

2. Economic Growth Processes in the 
North – Characterictics and Territorial 
Impacts. 

• Mr. Sveinung Eikeland. Manager 
and Senior Researcher, Norut-
Finnmark, Norway  
 

3. Adding More Value: Northern 
Challenges to Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation. 

• Mr. Erik S. Reinert, Professor, 
Tallinn Technological University, 
Estonia   

  

4. How to establish New Businesses 
in a Border Region. 

• Mr. Stig Kerttu, Business 
Development Manager, City of 
Haparanda, Sweden 

 

 



 

TIME ARRANGEMENT LOCATION COMMENTS 

16:00-17:00 Coffee and networking 

 

 Presentation of Conference 
Partners 

20:00-22:00 CONFERENCE DINNER Alta Ice 
Hotel and 
Recreation 
Park 

Hosts: City of Alta,  The 
Executive Committee for 
Northern Norway and 
Finnmark County Authority 

March 7th    

09:00-12:00 PLENARY SESSIONS Main auditorium, Finnmark Univ. College 

09:00-09:30 INTRODUCTION: 
Norwegian Development Politics for Northern Norway and the Arctic 
– Analysed in a Northern Perspective. 

• Mr. Erik Fiva, Executive Director of the Executive Committee for 
Northern Norway 

09:30-10:00 Key Note Address 3 

From 'Terra Nullis' and State Ownership to Indigenous and Regional Co-
Management and Development in Finnmark, Northern Norway 

• Mr. Steinar Pedersen, Special advisor, Sami Trade and Development 
Centre, Norway 

10:00-10:30 Key Note Address 4 

Building Community Capacity and Sustainability through Community-
Based Research in the North. 

• Mrs. Gail Fondahl, Chair, Geography and Outdoor Recreation / 
Tourist Management Program, University of Northern British 
Columbia, Canada 

10:30-10:45 Coffee 

10:45-11:45 PANEL DEBATE 

10:45-11:00 Introduction:  

• Mr. Lars Kullerud, President of the University of the Arctic, Norway 

11:45-12:00 Closing 

• Mr. Snorre Sundquist, Regional Director, Norwegian Housing Bank 

12:00-13:00 LUNCH 

Well home for those who are leaving. If you want to stay in Alta for a 
couple of days more, we recommend attending the annual Borealis-
festival. Here you can experience dog sledging, exciting food, music 
concerts, art exhibitions, snowmobile racing and even more of the 
northern lights city of Alta. More information on the Borealis festival and 
programme can be found at http://www.borealis.alta.no/

14:00-16:30 WORKSHOP 

UArctic Thematical Network on Northern Governance and Development 

http://www.borealis.alta.no/

